Connecticut Shrubland
Habitat Enhancement
Initiative

Success of this project will require
habitat work on both public and
private lands. To learn more about the
NEC initiative and opportunities for
landowners, please contact:

Private Landowner
Technical Assistance
Program

CT Wildlife Division Habitat Unit,
Marlborough, 860-295-9523:
Paul Rothbart - Project Manager,
paul.rothbart@ct.gov
Judy Wilson - Project Biologist,
judy.wilson@ct.gov

Delivering Habitat
Enhancement Projects To
Private Landowners

Lisa Wahle - Project Wildlife
Specialist, lisa.wahle@ct.gov
Jack Berlanda - Project Forester,
john.berlanda@ct.gov

The Department of Energy & Environmental Protection is
an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer that is
committed to requirements of the Americans with
Disabilities Act. Any person with a disability who may need
information in an alternate format may contact the
agency’s ADA Coordinator at 860-424-3194, or at
deep.hrmed@ct.gov. Any person with limited proficiency
in English, who may need information in another
language, may contact the agency’s Title VI Coordinator at
860-424-3035, or at deep.aaoffice@ct.gov. Any person
with a hearing impairment may call the State of
Connecticut relay number -711. Discriminating complaints
may be filed with DEEP’s Title VI Coordinator. Requests for
accommodations must be made at least two weeks prior

In Cooperation with:
CT Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection
Wildlife Management Institute
Natural Resources Conservation
Service
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Funding for this Initiative provided by the
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

THE NEW ENGLAND COTTONTAIL
New England cottontails (NECs) were once
common in the Northeast, but are now under
consideration for protection under the
Federal Endangered Species Act. Largely due
to dwindling habitat, the range of this species
has been reduced by more than 80%.
This rabbit is similar in appearance to the
common Eastern cottontail, an introduced,
non-native species. NECs require large
patches (25 acres or more) of
shrubland and/or young
forest habitat to maintain
viable local populations.

CONNECTICUT’S RESTORATION
ROLE
Connecticut plays a vital role in the NEC
restoration effort because it continues to
support the most significant remaining
population of this species. The Connecticut
Department of Energy and Environmental
Protection (DEEP) Wildlife Division is working
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS), USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), and Wildlife
Management Institute (WMI) in a Regional
Initiative to create, restore, and enhance NEC
habitat and populations.

WHAT ARE THE NEXT STEPS?
Twelve Focus Areas have been identified in
CT as having good potential for both habitat
and population restoration. Initial activities
will be conducted in these areas. These will
include:
Wildlife and forest resource site
evaluations
Preparing management plans for high
quality projects
Funding provided through the
NRCS conservation programs

Success of the regional New England
cottontail initiative will require the targeted
efforts of both public and private landowners
and managers.
Activities will be prioritized by location
within focus areas.
Treatments will be designed to enhance
young forest habitat beneficial to NECs.
Activities will benefit an additional 47
species of Greatest Conservation Need,
such as golden-winged and blue-winged
warblers, leopard frog, indigo bunting,
and eastern towhee, as identified in
Connecticut’s Comprehensive Wildlife
Conservation Strategy.

